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abundant and regular, and the heavy dews keep vegetation
alive throughout the summer. There are still some woods
(chiefly wild olive and cypress) in the mountainous country,
but they are rapidly being destroyed for charcoal-
burning.

Signor de Martino landed at Derna, and travelled overland
from thence to Bengazi, via Cyrene, turning aside to visit
Apollonia (Marsa Susa) and other ruined cities. The sus-
picions of the Turkish authorities—who seem to have but
little authority over the Bedouin of the interior—put various
obstacles in his way, but the nomads were generally
friendly.

Religion, Mceurs et Legendes: Essais d'Ethnographie et de
Linguistique. Par Arnold Van Gennep. (Paris:
Soci6t6 du Mercure de France, 26 Rue de Cond6.)

DR. VAN GENNEP has collected together in a handy little
volume the papers which he has contributed, during the last
four years, to the Revue des Idles, the Revue de J'Histoire
des Religions, and similar periodicals. The subjects, belong-
ing to various departments of science, folk-lore, comparative
religion, and linguistics, are too numerous to be even indi-
cated here; we may mention, as specially relating to Africa,
"De quelques coutumes malgaches comparers aux notres,"
"Le rite du refus," "De quelques cas de Bovarysme colleetif,"
and the three linguistic studies which conclude the volume.
One of these, "Un systeme negre de classification," is based
to a great extent on Mr. Dennett's "At the Back of the Black
Man s Mind," and shows the bearing (and the connection
with similar phenomena elsewhere) of the interesting dis-
coveries there recorded, while dissenting from the author's
somewhat fantastic interpretations. It may not be imme-
diately obvious what "Bovarysme colleetif" is, but M. Van
Gennep explains that the term (invented by M. Jules de Gaul-
tier) denotes the tendency in human beings to imagine them-
selves as other than they are, and try to act up to this
imaginary character; the name, no doubt, being suggested
by Emma Bovary, in Flaubert's famous novel. The tendency
is found both in individuals and in communities, and M.
Van Gennep takes Liberia as a concrete example of the
latter case, quoting the works of M. Delafosse and Sir
Harry Johnston. The article headed "La Situation Inter-
nationale des Etudes Ethnographiques" is also worthy of
close attention.


